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1994 - Justin Hall starts web-based diary 
“Justin’s Links from the Underground” - now 
recognized as one of the first weblogs

1996 -  Matt Drudge moves his report from e-
mail to the web - the first political blog

Blogging Software Pioneers
make the format available to the rest of us.

3/1998 - OpenDiary launched by Bruce Ableson
7/1999 - LiveJournal founded by Brad Fitzpatrick
8/1999 - PyraLabs creates “Blogger”

9/1999 - fewer than 100 blogs (current form) in existence

7/2000 - Personal Blogs - reach their present 
recognized form.  Advances in software will 
continue to improve the appearance and add 
the occasional affordance, but for all intents 
and purposes, the personal journal blog is 
fully grown.

11/2000 - Joshua M. Marshall starts 
TalkingPointsMemo as a running commentary 
on the 2000 Election recount debacle.  
Marshall is still employed, his blog is 
personal/political, but the divergence is clear.

2002 - Most of the recognized public affairs 
blogs have been founded and the generic 
differences between personal and public 
affairs blogs are clear - 

(dailykos, instapundit, huffingtonpost, 
littlegreenfootballs, wonkette, thinkprogress)

2003 - Howard Dean’s blog - reaching over 
30,000 hits per day by Oct. - launches a new 
form of public blogging - the campaign blog.

2005 - Truthdig.com and Motherjones.com 
launch a new form of blog, a collective, 
professionalized opinion site with a full 
editorial board.  The sites resemble 
newspapers, but exhibit all characteristics of 
blogs - by 2007, Truthdig will win the Webby 
award for best political blog.

2008 - The “Public Affairs” blog now has three distinct forms - politician, “standard,” and newspaper-style 
edited blogs -- Technorati tracks 112.8 million blogs, and over 1.6 million entries per day



Campaign/Candidate Blog

asdf

“Standard” blog

Collective/Newspaper style blog
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Technorati.com - tracks blogs, linked media, and search terms: http://www.technorati.com

Pew Internet & American Life Project - publishes nonpartisan research concerning 
penetration, use, and demographics associated with digital media and US culture -
http://pewinternet.org

Into the Blogosphere - An online, edited collection of essays which explores discursive, 
visual, social, and other communicative features of weblogs - 
http://blog.lib.umn.edu/blogosphere

BlogResearch.com - A list maintained by Alan Trammel of blog research and references.
http://blogresearch.com/ref.htm

A Few Public Affairs Blogs

✦ http://www.dailykos.com
✦ http://www.huffingtonpost.com
✦ http://instapundit.com
✦ http://www.thinkprogress.org
✦ http://truthdig.com
✦ http://littlegreenfootballs.com
✦ http://powerlineblog.com
✦ http://motherjones.com
✦ http://talkingpointsmemo.com
✦ http://salon.com
✦ http://bagnewsnotes.com
✦ http://cjrdaily.com
✦ http://wonkette.com
✦ http://drudgereport.com
✦ http://copiousdissent.blogspot.com
✦ http://dailyhowler.com
✦ http://consortiumnews.com
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